CMOA Provenance: Levels of Provenance
Tombstone Info

Level 1: Basic Provenance

Level 2: Provenance with Entities

Level 3: Event-Based Provenance

Level 3: Additional Information

The core entities are the
object, the creator(s), and the
current owner. These are part
of provenance, but are
traditionally recorded outside
of provenance.

This documents a provenance text in which the individual
entities contained within the document are not modeled
in any fashion. This is the standard model for provenance
within an institution where the provenance is merely a
textual document.

This level adds mappings for parties, locations, and URLs
contained within the document. The individual events and the
connections between entities are not mapped.

This level of provenance documents the individual
transfer events, or the individual “lines” of the
provenance document. This will require a parser that
understands the syntax of the document.

There are additional items of information that should be
included for each event beyond the relationships
between people and time. These include documenting
acquisition and textual information, as well as providing
an association with sale and auction information.

This is the traditional provenance text: a written description of the
ownership and custody transfers that an artwork has had over the
course of its life.

These are all the locations mentioned within the provenance text. At
this level, we can’t associate the locations with any specific event or
person, but they can be associated with authority files to enhance
search.
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For purchases, it can be important to record the sales
amount, as well as the agents who facilitated the
transactions or the lot number of the transaction. This is
also the appropriate entity to link to an external sale
record using skos:exactMatch.
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vThese are all the URLs present in the text. They are not associated
with events or locations at this level, but they can be associated as
documents that discuss the period.
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This is the consolidated history of ownership of the
object, from the moment it became an artwork until
either the current day or the work’s destruction or
permanent loss.
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These are all the parties that are named in the text somewhere. They
are not associated with events or locations at this level, but they can be
associated with authority files to enhance search. While these may
include the current owner or creator, there is no explicit link defined
here—the use of the same URL is enough to link them.
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These are all the individual events where custody and/or
ownership are transferred between parties.
contained within

is the subject of

This accommodates software that processes the provenance
text but doesn't understand the structure of provenance, such
as Named Entity Recognition or reconciliation against authority
files.
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Because events contained within other events are transitive, at this level
we no longer need the explicit links between the master event and the
parties & URLs. However, it is still useful to keep the explicit links between
the locations and the provenance to distinguish which residence is best
associated with the person in the context of the provenance document.
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